












CHRISTIAN’s MAGAZINE. , 














es Seen 
Wer Tai.ii. 0. V. . 
HISTORY.” 


‘An Hiftory of the Clergy from the wey of the ffrecnth 


Century down to the prefent time. : 


Continued from Number 4, of the Chriftian’s Magazine. 


In number four, the hiftory of thefe fingular 
men called the clergy, is carried down to the fourteenth 
century. We will now take a view of them fince that 
time. ae 
[Cenrury XV.] From the third century te the 
begining of the fourteenth, the power of "te clergy 
was on the increafe, from that time to this they have been 
decreafing, and will, until fuch an order of men will be 
known only in hiftory. | 
In the fourteenth century, God raised up a man in 
England by the name of Jonn Wicxuirr, who firft pre- 
vailed againft the clergy by preaching and writing, inftead 
of an.army and inftruments,of death. He was born in 
the year 1324. In the year 1360, when he was 36 years 
old, heattracted the notice of Se whole kingdom of Eng- 
land. He was the morning ftar of the reformation, tho” 
he appeared and was confidered by the clergy of bis day, 
a$ a'meteor in the air, that would foon fall and be feem 
mo mors, All the malice of hell and the clengy, was, 
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im Vain to overthrow him. Though they endeavoured 
to kili him, yet he lived to fow the feed, which in after a- 
ges has fpread into different parts of the world, and has 
come down to the day in which we live. Tho’ he died, his 
doctrine lived, and others have been raifed up to be fuc- 
cefsful in convincing the world of the abominations of the 
cler. + 
an this. fifteenth century, the abominations of the 
clergy were difcovered to the world to that degree, that 
whoever wrote and preached againft them, was confider- 
ed a good man. Mofheim fays of the clergy in this centu- 
ry, [Vol. 3, page 390,] “ The vices that reigned amozg 
the Roman pontiffs, and indeed among all the ecclefiaftic- 
al orders, were fo flagrant, that the complaints of thefe 
gore men did not appear at.alJ exaggerated,or their appre- 
enfions ill founded ; nor had any of the corrupt adwo- 
éates of the clergy the courage to call them to an account 
for the fharpnedfs of their cenfures and of their complaints. 
~ Nay,the more eminent rulers of the church, who lived 
in a luxurious indolence, and in the infamous praétice of 
2il kinds of vice, ws obliged to hear with a placid coun- 
tenance, and even to commend, thefe bold cenfors who 
declaimed againft the degeneracy of the church, declared 
that there was almoft nothing found either in -its vifible 
head, or in its members, and demanded the aid of the -{ec- 
ular arm, and the deftroying {word, to lop off the parts 
‘that were infected with this grievous and deplorable con- 
tagion. ‘Things, in fhort, were brought to fach a pafs,'that 
they were deemed the beft Chriftians, and the moft ufeful 
members of fociety, who, braving the terrors perfecution, 
and triumphing over the fear of man enveighéd with the 
‘greatelt freedom and fervour againft the court of Rome, 
its lordly pontiff, and the whole tribe of his followers and 
‘votaries.”” 
Thefe ungodly men of this country ated out their 
‘wickednefs in Various ways but their rage was the mol 
publickly manifefted towards thofe public men, wl.o by 
preaching and writing, gave the people their true charac- 
‘ter. ie moft eminent of this clafs was Joun Huss, ot 
rag _in Bohemia. ‘He wrote and preached again! 
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minéd to kill him as the only way to fave their reputation. 
They fummoned him before the council of Conftance, 
where, obedient to their orders he went, having a fafes 

uard granted him by the Emperor Srcismonp. Not- 
withftanding this, the council condemned him as a here- 
tic, and ordered him to be burnt alive, becaufe he refufed 
to obey the order of the council, which commanded him 
to plead guilty againft the dictates of his confcience. 
The feritence was executed, July 6th, 1415. The reafon 


given by Motheim, why thefe ungodly wretches burnt 


Huss, is this; “ Joun Huss had excited, both by his 
difcourfes and by his writings, great commotionsin DBohe- 
mia, and had rendered the clergy of all ranks and orders, 
extremely odious in the eyes of the people. The bifhops, 
therefore, together with the facerdotal and monattic or- 
ders, were very fenfible that their honours and advanta- 
ges, their credit and authority, were in danger of being 
reduced to nothing, if this reformer fhould return again 
to his country, and continue to write and declaim againit 
the clergy with the fame freedom that he had formerly 
done. Hence they left no means unemployed to accom- 
plifh his ruin ; they laboured night and day, they formed 
plots, they bribed men in power, they ufed, in fhort, eve- 
ry method that could have any tendency to rid them of 
fuch a formidable adverfary.”” See Mofheim, vol. iii. 
page 41. 

Were a candid underftanding perfon to compare the 
fituation of the c/ergy in the fifteenth century, with the 
fituation of the clergy of this country, in this nineteenth 
century, he might fee almoft an exact likenefs between 
the enemies of Huss, and the clergy of ourday. At 
that time they were contemptible in the eyes of almoft 
all the people—fo they are now. .The man who then 
wrote and preached againft the. clergy, wasia friend to the 
people, to the rights of mex, and to the truth as it is in 
Jefus ; fo is the man who now writes and preaches again 
the conduct of the fame order of men. ‘When ee 
wrote againft them and their abominations, they were o- 
bliged to remain filent, or own the truth of what, was 
ublithed to the world; fo itis now. When their un- 
criptural dodtrines, rules. and. practices are diftovered, 
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The man who publithes them 
is confidered not worth noticing, and is viewed b 
them as a low, ill-bred fellow; fo far below them, 
that to notice him would te to leave their ftations ; 
but inthe midft of all this, when people fee men called 
the clergy, drink too much; they call them drunkards. 
When they know he carries on an unlawful commerce, 
he is confidered not of the kingdom ef heaven. When 
they fee him opprefling a whole town—/elling him/elf to 
them, and then felling himfelf from them, they know this is 
extortion. When he calls an old piece of {moked paper 
the covenant of grace, that a little water from the ends 
of his fihgers brings infants into it ; that there are infants 
in hell not a pan long ; and that God is the author of fin ; 
that God has-fore-ordained whatfoever comes to pafs ; 
they know it is nonfenfe. 

~The decreafe of clerical reputation im New- England, 
is aftonifhing to every obferver. Things in them, which, 


a few years ago were looked upon by the gazing multi- 


tudes as of divine appointments, are now by enlightened 
freemen viewed as the filly tales of an idle horde, who once 
impofed on the ignorant to obtain eafe, honour and pro- 
fit. Howuncommon new is the pompous parade of an 
ordination! How common the mournful gathering of a fon. 
ry council of Reverenns to difmifs a brother frombis at 
ral relation, after bis parifh relations have almoft wholly left 
him to be free! How common to fee thefe dition 
trudging morning after morning to the fchool-houfe, and 
even out of town, to gain a little more of the precious 
treafure called gold! How commonto fee them wander- 
ing over pole bridges, rough roads, and-even.in the folitary 
awildernefi, under the name of miflionaries,» becaufe no 
other men buy their wares! How are the mighty fallen! and 
the weapons of war perifhed |! Poor” Hufs isdead! Ah! 
and thofe who flew him are dead alfo !; But that principle 
fo dangerous to the c/ergy then, and now ALL MEN ARE 
FREE ; yet live, and will live awhen tyrants are no more ! 

This fhort hiftory. maft™ gn way for other things 
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DOCTRINE. 


"Tue reader may remember, that in number 
two, the fix principles of the do@trine of Chrift are men+ 
tioned, which are, 1.Repentance....2. Faith....3.Baptifm.... 
4. Laying on of Hands....5. Refurreétion of the dead.... 
6. Eternal Judgment. The two firft of thefe: principles,. 
repentance and faith, have been noticed. é 

Baptifms is the third: Inftead of calling thefe a prin- 
ciple, Paul calls them, the dsGrine of baptifms, becanfe they’ 
are an important part of the doétrine of Chrift. @'Thofe 
who»break the commands of Chrift; and teach men fo;- 
confider baptifm as a non-efléntial affair of no great im- 
portance ; but thofe who honour Chrift as lawgiver, and’ 
king, have a very different idea of this principle. The 
new teftament mentions three baptifins; r: Chrift’s fuf- 
fering, when he was overwhelmed in the forrows of death. 
He fays, ‘I have a baptifm to be baptized with ; and 
how am I ftraightened till it be accomplifhed,” Luke 
xi. 50. The fufferings of Chrift, “the juft for the un- 


jut” muftcertainly be confidered’a ¢ reatthing belonging 


to the doétrine of Chrift: 2. The miraculous operations: 
of the Holy Ghoft on thofe who believed: This fell firft 
on the hundred and twenty difciples, at the day of Penti- 
coft, and then on Cornelius and his friends. This ena- 
bled them to work miracles, and to fpeak with tongues: 
as the fpirit gave them utterance; This enabled the a- 
poftles to_prove that he who afew days before was bap- 
tized'in fufferings on the: crofs, was now on the throne,. 
and on his throne had baptized them with his fpirit by 
which they were able to do greater works than ever 
Chrift did while on earth. This Peter mentions, A&s ii. 
33, “ Therefore, being by the right hand of God exalted, 
and having received of the Father the promife of the 
Holy Ghoft, he hath thed forth this, which ye now fee: 
andhear.” Their enemies knewthey had fomething be- 
yond other men, even magicians, forcerers, doctors of law;. 
or Phariftes, and by this, they were convinced that thé 
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power of God enabled them to perform fuch miracles, 
being baptized with the Holy Ghoft. 3. The third bap- 
tifm is that of water. This belongs to the doétrine of 
baptifms. This was defigned for each’ Believer to fhew 
that he belongs to that king, who hung on the crofs 
overwhelmed im fufferings, who lay in the grave, and 
who frofe and afcended to the throne. It fhews the be. 
lievers death. to fin, and refurreGion to newnefs of life, 
and his faith*in his own death, burial, and refurreétion to 
life and immortality at the coming of Chrift. 

Layinc: ow OF HANDS, is the fourth principle of the 
doaring of Chrift. Laying hands on people, was a pow- 
er give to the apoftles by Chrift, in which they commu- 
nicated the Holy Ghoft to others, and wrought miracles 
on the bodies of the fick or dead. This power Chrift 



































but come and lay thy hand on her, and {fhe fhall live.” 
This power he gave to others. Mark xvi. 18, “They 
fhall take upferpents ;, and ifthey drink any deadly thing: 
it fhall not hurt them, they fhall lay hands on the fick, 
and they fhalf recover.” ‘The account of the wonders 
done by laying cn of the apoltles hands, is recorded in 
Ads xiv. 3, “ Long time, therefore, abode they, fpeak- 
ing boldly in the name of the Lord; which gave tefti- 
mony unto the word of his grace, and granted figns and 
wonders to be done by their uanps.’”’ Here isan account 
of the laying on of hands by the apoftles. Thefe fame 
apoftles had power to lay on hands, fo that others receiv- 
ed the Holy Ghoft, to fpeak with tongties and prophecy. 
Acts viii. 17; 18, 19, “Phen laid they their hands on 
them, and they received the Holy Ghoh And when 
Simona faw that, through laying on of theapoftles’ hands, 
the Holy Ghoft was given, he offered them money, fay- 
ingygive me alfo this power, that on whomfoever I lay 
ands he may receive the Holy Ghoft.” Aéts xvii. 

6, “ Amd when Paul had laid:his hands on them, the 
Holy Ghoft came on them, and they fpake with tongues, 
and prophecied.”’ In this way Timothy received a gift. 
1 Tim. iv. Pq, “ Neglect not the gift that is in thee, 
rhieh was given thee by prophecy, with the laying on of 
hands of the prefbytery.” This principle was pecu 














had. Matt. ix. 18, “My daughter is even now dead ;. 
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iar to the age in which the apoftles lived ; by this.God 






































cles 
bap- bore them witnefs that he had. called them to preach 
le of falvation, according toHebrews it. 3,.4, “ How fhall we 
thew efcape if we neglect fo great falvation, which at the firlt 
crofs began to be fpoken by the Lord, and was confirmed un- . 
and to us by them that heard sim, God alfo bearing them wit- 
> bes nefs, both with figns and wonders, and with divers mira- 
life, cles, and gifts of the Holy Ghoft, according to his. ow 
m-to will 2". - “ete St 

It is plain from thefe places what this principle of 
* the laying on of hands means. Some appear to have 
0W- had that fame power conferred on them fimce the 
mu- days of the apoftles, and even in our day the propriety 
icles of laying on hands.in ordaining elders cannot be difpu- 
hrift ted ; though, I believe there are many dry ordinations, 
ad ;. where there is no evidence of the fpirit being poured out 
ve.” like water, either on thofe who lay on hands ; or thole sd 
‘hey who have fuch hands laid en them. ee 
hing: hoy 
fick, vt 
ders fi a) 
d in oe 
cake PRACTICAL. Lh 
efti- ie 
and oeeee af 4 
unt ae ‘ae 
ame | . 4 at 
civ W HAT is the meaning of a Chriftian? It 9 Ui 
ecy. means one who belongs to Chrift—Chrift fignifies the a- ae 
son nointed of God. ‘The one God anointed to teach the a j AE 
hen | ignorant....1o pardon the penitent....To rule thofe who Ak: aq 
nds, are taught and pardoned. | a eat i) 
fay-_ A chriftian is one inftruéted by Chrift the great prow 9) 3 
lay ® oCséphet«.... Pardoned, and interceeded for by Chrift the t : i t 
vil. 9 ~ high priefh; and who is governed by Chrift the one law. ol 
the giver. ~~ A CHRISTIANIS.- : ‘ 
ues, A child of God by faith in Chrift Jefus. - i 









I. . 
2. A-ollower of Chrift in the regeneration. = 
3- A member of the general affembly, é 
'@ A new creature im Chrift Jefua-s, . J & 
5» A pilgrim and flranger on carth, 97 
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6. A traveller to the heavenly country: 
‘ A lover of all that is excellent. - 
8. . His treafure is in heaven. , 
9- His hearts with his treafure. 
10, He is often hated by the worlc, and pities thofe: 
» who hate him: | 




























of the cfiiitian’s duty confifts in this... 
i deny two things ;....1. Ungodlinefs;....2. Worldly 
S. | 

2.. Todothreethings ;..1, To live foberly....2. To 
live righteoufly....3. To live godly. 

3. To look for three things....1. That bleffed hope. 
2. The glorious appearance of the great God....3. And 
his Saviour Jefus. 

4 To Remember two things....1. That Chrift gave 
himfelf to redeem us from all iniquity....2. To purify to 
himfelf a peculiar people, zealous of good works, Titus 
li, 12, 13, 145 

_. “ For the kingdom of God’is net meet and drink ; 
but righteoufnefs, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghoft; 
for he thatin thefe things ferveth Chrift, is acceptable to 
God, and approved of men,” Romans xiv.17,18. ~~ 

Brethren, remember to be a chriftian, is not to 
hold to one kind of articles or another ; but to be a con- 
ftant follower of Chrift, having his fpirit, doing as he did, 
walking as he walked. : 
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Revie w of the. Catechifm, “agreedupon by the Reverend Affem- 
s . bly of Divinerat Weftminfler.” 
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flanding public opintiin, I think * my ame ¥ 
of babes, to expofe the contradictions and falfeh 
tained in it, that ra 








hofe: being an advocate for fuch nonfenfe as it. co tains. 
: It may not be amifs before I review it, to obferve a 
lai en few'words upon the origin of catechifms. In the firft, 

y of departing from the faith ; which was in the fecond and- 
Te third centuries, the tenchete: called: minifters, invented a 


,diftinétion among the religious ; and called one clafs Cat- 
echumens ; that is, learners of religion: Bhefe were not 
ie baptized. Another clafs, who had learnt as much reli-. 


me gion as their teachers faid would do, were called Compas 

bie tents ; thefe were baptized and received into their church. 

las For the Catechumens they made, what they and we ¢alh 
oo a catechifm; or book for the learners in religion. It | 


means a form of teaching by queftions and anf{wers.-— 
kx This invention originated, I believe, in the Gréek church, 
and after it was invented, the fathion of making cate- 







ft chifms fpreadl all over the world where the name of Chrilt 
“ was heard of. The church of Rome made one #@r 

se children. The Epifcopal church made o 1 

a young lambs; in which, the little ferpentine creatures, 

id, are taught that in their baptifm they renee mem-. 








dom of heatien, &e. When Prefbyterianifm with, aie 
heads, and unnumbered horns triumphed over q@eli/hed. 
tpifcopacy in England, a fet of naiifeiads bigotte: “Men, 
by the name Reverend Divines, met at Weffminffer, and, 
difapproving of all other catechifms, they invented the 
one now fo highly efteemed among men, which is an a-) 
bomination in the fight of God. The. baptifts, difap- 
1s proving of this, made another to fuit their purp fe ; ; Dr. 
Watts made another. If a ‘catechifm is right, which. 
thall we belicve? for no two are alike. | 
it. beft'to attend to thefecond d anfwe: 
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fir queftion, which is this, “ Man’# chief end is, to glorif; 

God and enjoy him forever.’ If this be true, we need not 
give ourfelves much trouble about futurity. If this is 
man’s chief end to enjoy God forever—This is very dif, 
fereni from the new teftament, which fays of the wicked, 
“‘ Whofe end is deftruction.’’....66 Whofe end is to be bur- 
ned’’....“ The end of thefe things, is death.” 

The fecond thing to be noticed is, the anfwer to the 
queftion, ‘ How many perfons are there in the Godhead ?” 
“ There are three perfons in the Godhead ; the Father, 
the Sompand the Holy Ghoft, and thefe three are one God, the 
fame in fubflance, equal in power and glory.” Is this true? 

No. ‘The feripture mentions one perfon, Heb. i. 35 
‘¢ Who being the brightnefs of his glory, and the exprets 
image of his pexson.”’” Here is one perfon, they have 
found three ; twoto many. It is faid, 1 Johnv. 7, “ For 
there are three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the 
Word, and the Holy Ghoft, and thefe three are one!” 
Jonn il are three; (not perfons.) He fays, * Fa- 
ther, Word, and. Holy Ghof.? The divines fay, Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoft.. As for three perfons being one, 
and one three, it never was, nor never willbe. People 
may think itis fo; but they cannot underftand it, for 
there ismolight in it. This is the miftery of the Trinity, 
and not the myftery of Godlinefs. Let every perfon re- 
member, that 7rinity is an unferptural word, invented to 
exprefs an unfcriptural do¢trine, which has puzzled and 
diftraéted the world down to the prefent day. 

» . As thefe three are defcribed in the fcriptures, there 
is no difficulty in undérftianding what we need to know. 
God is called a fun—Pfal. Ixxxiv. 11, For the Lord 
God is a fumand thield?” When a maii tells me of the 
a fun, the light, and theheat of it, I underftand by it one 
ta fun; but fhould he fay thefe three, are three funs, I 
i fhould know he did not fpeak the truth. hen I read 

that God is a fun ; that Chrift the word, is the light of 
_ the fam; that the fpirit of God is the spirit of burning, 
the fpitit appeared like fire on the apoftles ; and that 

David's heart was hot within’ him, I under- 
as. Should an afflembly of human 
minfter, and agree, and publifh io 
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the world, that the fun, the light, and heat of it, are 
three funs, and that thefe three funs, are one fun, the 
fame in fubftance, equal in power and glory, would any 
man of common fenfe believe in their agreement ? No. 
They would fay, there are three funs in the book, and 
but one in the firmament. Juft fo the three perions in 
the Godhead ‘appear to a man who reads and belioves 
the new teltament. . 

Another particular in the catechifm isyworthy of no- 
tice, that‘is, the anfwer to this, “What are the decrees of 
God ?” 

Anfwer. The decrees of God are bis eternal purpofe, at- 
wording to the council of his own will, whereby for bis own gh- 
ry he hath fore-ordained whatfoever comes to af % | 

Had fuch a fentence as this, frem the pen 
ofan Heathen prieft, a Pagan philofopher, or a Romah 
orator, it would be what we might expect ; but from 
men called divines, we may fay, they are divines in name, 
and Pagan priefts in belief. 

This explanation of decrees is ‘as far from the truth 
offcripture, as the “devi! is from holinefs 5. 7 lieve 
it and the fcriptures at the fame time, ‘be a mark of 
greatignorance. What thefe men call God’s decrees, is 
what the Pagans call fate. Cicero fays, “ Fare is all 
that which God hath decreed and refolved:fhall come to 
pafs.” It is, fays Chryfippus, a perpetual certain, and 
unavoidable feries and chain of things, wrapping and in- 
folding itfelf in anWorder of confequences, which com- 
pofe the feveral links, and follow one another to all eter 
nity.” See Foke’s Pantheon, p.2ge. This defcription 
of Fare, exadtly agrees with what thefe_ divines have 
faid upon decrees. , 

Mahomet’s defcription of Predeftination in his + 
¢oran, is the fame as their decrees; he 
whatfoever doth or fhall come to pafs in the world, 
whether it be good or bad, proceedeth entirely” 
divine will, and is irrevocably fixed and recorded, from 
all eternity, in the preferved table; and that God hath f 
cretly-pre-determined not only the adverie anidipralper...». 
ous fortune of every perfon in the-world, infheamoies 
hute en but alfo his ne difobedi 
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and confequently, his everlafting ‘happinefs or mifery af. 
ter death ; which Fare, or predeftination, it is impoffible, 
‘by any forefight or wifdom, to avoid.” See Adams’ 
View, p. 323. If this meaning of decree is right in the 
Primer, it is right in the:coran,and the Pantheon. This 
abominable deicription of decrees, is the foundation -of 
athe devil’s kingdom. If this be true, that God has fore. 
‘ordained whatfoever comes to pafs, and if whatfoever 
comes to pafs is for the glory of God, there is nothing 
‘but righteoufnefs in. the world; for God is righteous, 
and his works are righteous, and there is no rebellion in 
thetinivérfe. Even the devil and all his minifters, are in 
‘the fervite of God as much as the angels in heaven. If 
God has fore-ordainédwhatfoever comes to pafs, when 
one-man -kilis another, kills his family, and himfelf ; the 
woman kills her child; when men lie, fteal, commit a- 
d@ultery, add drunkennefs to thirft, let what will .come to 
pals, we ought to rejoice in ali thefe things when we hear 
of them, for they have, and do céme to pafs, and come 
‘contrafy to what God had faid in his word. 
_« “File men who fay they believe God has fore-or- 
dained whatigever comes to pafs, either lie when they 
fay fo, or elfe they are forry that. God has thus fore-or- 
dained things, for when any things come to pafs contra- 
ry to their intereft, they are the greateft oppofers I meet 
with.” If God has fore-ordained whatfoever comes to 
* -pafs, he has fore-ordained that I fhould preach in the par- 
ifhes, *‘ where fuch gentlemen have the honour to pre- 
fide,” and that I fhould publifh their abominations to 
the world. When this is done, how foon they rife and 
_ oppofe whatfoever thus comes to pafs. It comes.to pali 
that the clergy bliged to quit preaching and turn 
{choolimatters : Did God fore-ordain that his minifters 
thould be turned out of bufinefs? Judge ye. It is a mat- 
ter of lamentation, and fhall be for a lamentation, that 
ever fuch an earthly, fenfual, devilifh dottrinellifer had, and 
now has friends, who boldly and publicly declare that 
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God’s.decree meanshis law,or will,which is contained im 
his word ; for this is the meaning of a decree ; an edi¢? or 
law. There went out a decree from Cefar Auguftus. 
What was it ? That ail the world fhould be taxed.” 

In one an{wer, they fay that God entered into a cov- 
enant with Acam. This is falfe. What covenant does 
a king make with his fubject? None atall. God com- 
manded Adam to obey, and told him he fhould die if he 
rebelled ; he rebelled and died. After teHing us that 
God made a covenant with Adam, they then tell us that 
this covenant was made with him & his pofterity 3 & that 
they all finned in him, and fell with him in hisfirft tranf- 
greffion ; and that they are guilty of fomething called o- 
riginal Sin 3 -befides actual tranfgreffions, 

What a heap of nonfenfe ! Does the bible tell of Ad- 
am’s fins charged to our account! No. Does the bible 
tell of original fin? No. Augultine firft invented it, and 
then invented infant forinkling to take it away; and 
taught the people that if children did not fin afterwards, 
they would be faved by baptifm. One little Heiety in 
Denmark who held to original fin, and baptifm to remove 
it, fearing their children would fin afterwards; to be cer- 
tain of their children in another world, had them fprink- 
led, and then killed them all, and fent them to heaven 
before-hand, in their belief, that they might meet them 
and enjoy their company longer than they could on earth, * 
if they fhould happen to, commit actual fins after they 
grew up, which they knew was a very common thing a- 
mong children, 

This catechifm mentions that by Adam’s falkas they 
call it, all men are *Jiable to all the miferies of this life, 
death itfelf, and the pains of hell forever.’ How differ- 
ent this from whatChrilt has faid—* he that believeth not 
fhall be damned.” ‘+ He that believeth not is condemned 
already, becaufe he hath not believed in'the name.of the 
only begotten fon of God,” not becaufe Ada m finned ; 
but, becaufe he has finned, in not believing’ im*@hrif 
After thefe reverends have told us that all. mep dre am, 
Rate of fin and mifezy, and liable to the paimsueing 
ever; they then turn about, and tell us that "lee 
out of his mere good pleafure, from all eternie 
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fome to everlafting life, did enter into a coVenant of 
race, to deliver them out. of a ftate of fin and mifery, 
and bring them into a ftate of falvation by a redeemer.” 
In the firft place they tell us of a very unjuft God, who 
punifhed the whole for one man’s tranfgreffion ; and then 
they tell us of a very partial God, who was pleafed from 
all eternity to elect fome of thefe poor wretches, and to 
enter into a covenant of grace to deliver them from hell 
by aredeemer. How mean! How partial‘! How {mall! 
How different this appears from the new teftament! ! 
There we read, “God fo loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten fon, that whofoever believeth on him 
‘fhould not perith buthave everlafting life.” The fame 
Lord over all is rich towards all that call upon him. 
Whofoever fhall call upon him fhall be faved. 
~ Without any doubt thefe men were the immediate 
fucceflors of John Calvin, who burnt Servetus, becaufe he 
did-not believe in fuch fublime nopfenfe as this. 

































ET ther.part of the catechifm, thefe gentlemen 
tell us,after faying that God has fore-ordained whatfoever 
comes to pafs, that “the duty which God requires of 


man, is, obedience to his revealed will ;——they alfo tell us 
that, **the rule which God at firft revealed to men for 
his obedience, was the moral law, which they fay ; “is 
fummarily comprehended in the ten commandments.” 


moral law is God’s revealed will ; but by the way there is 
no fuch law in_ the {cripture. The Word morat is not in 
the $ible. This which they call the moral law, they fay, 
was the rule for Adam to obey. Afterwards they tell us, 
this law is fummarily comprehended in thetencommand- 
ments. Thefe ten commandments were given by Moles, 
about fourteen hundred years after Adam was created ; 
ae is it is remarkable, that thefe fhould be Adam’s rule. 
fe that they did notethink of this. They tell us 
efe | fum of what Adam had. What had Ad- 
LA ee 1 fo: him was, that he fhould not eat of the 
of 4a Presi men call power of Adam to 
men call the ten commandments. 
1,for he owned all: he could not commit, 
was but -one woman in the'World, 
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and.that was his wife. He could not love his neighbour, 
for he had none. He could not covet any thing that was 
his neiglibours, for he had the whole at his command. 

Tt does not require a great {hare of fenfe, to fee that 
thefe Englifh divines miffed the mark here: After they 
have told us that God requires of man, obedience to his 
revealed will ; and that his will means the ten command- 
ments; they then very gravely tell us, that, “no mere 
man, fince the fall, is able, inthis life, perfectly to keep 
the commandments of God, but daily doth break them, 
in thought, in word, and deed.” 

It amounts to this, God requires men not to fteal; 
not to kill ; not to covet ; not to commit adultery ; not 
to bear falfe witnefs; and fo on; but they cannot SP 
this law, they muift fteal, and kill, and commit adultery, 
and covet, though God fays they dial not : au 
not they keep his law ? Why in the firft {et off; they t 
that God had fore-ordained whatfoever comes to pafs ; 
and it has come to pafs that men have a mind exa¢tly con- 
trary to the,revealed of God, which they fay is hisrule for 
them to keep, which they cannot keep. I fhould never 
willy for a worfe devil than the God which: thefé men fay 
is the author of all the good and bad which comes to 
pafs. | . 
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I fhall notice one contradiction more and forbear at 
préfent; that is, concerning Baptifm. They fay, ** Bap- 
ufm is not to be adminiftered to any who are out of the 
vifible church, till they profefs their faith in Chrift and o- 
bedience to him ; but the infants of fuch as aré members 
of the vifible church are to be baptized.” In the firft 
place they tell.us, that baptifm does not belong to any 
but obedient believers in Chrift ; here they tell the truth ; 
but as tho’ they had not wrote contradiétionsyfalfehood, 
and inconfiftencies enough already, they contradit their 
own affertion, and tell us that the infants of fuch as are 
believers are to be baptized. Ah, here is the dear turn- 
‘ng point, the foreheads of little tender infants! This is 
the foundation of Myftery Babylon, where all this mifte- 
rious confufion began, which will foon die, afd infant 
fprinkling will go with it. How childrenyyoung people, 
and old folks, have bourne this awful méfeeer config 
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galled the catechifm, fo long, is a wonder to me! I think 


it a proof of the very great ftate of ignorance, which they 
have never yet rifen from—O Lord, grant that the sims 
may foon come, when thy word fo be magnified 
through the world, that all fuch books as the catechi/m 
may be burnt, as they were at Ephefus, and that after 
the fire, it may be added, “fo mightily grew the word of 
the Lord.” Amen. 








; 
a Review of a ‘ermal entitled, 66 A critical ' invefligation of the 


mode of baptifm, as performed in the primitive churches. 
4 Mofes Sweat A. iM. Paffor of the congregational frcic- 
in Sanford. Prepared for the prefs by Nathaniel H. 
+... 4. M. Paftor of the fecand “hel ty in Wells.” 
Kennebunk, printed for N. H. Fletcher, by 8. Sewall, 1805. 


1 EXT... Eph. iv. 4, 5, ** There is one body, 
and one fpirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your 
calling ;—One Lord, one faith, one baptifm.” 

This fermon written by one Paftor, and prepared 
for the prefs by another, puts me in mind ofa certain 
part of Paul’s epiitle to Timothy, expreffed in thefe words ; 
** For of this fort are they which creep into houfes, and 
lead captive filly women laden with fins, led away with 
divers lults; ever learning, and never able to come to 
the knowledve of the truth. Now as Jannes and Jambres 
withitood Mofes, fo do thefe alfo refift the truth ; men ot 
corrupt minds, reprobate concerning the faith ; but they 
thall proceed no further; for their folly fhall be manifel 
ed ainto all wien, as theirs alfo was.” 2 Tim. iii. 6, 7, 8, 9, 

The editor in the preface mentions. the heated dif- 
putes which have been concerning initiating members in- 
to the church ; but that in this enlightened age, fuch dif- 
putes do not become the followers of Jefus. Wonder- 
fully enlightened age! Under two fuch teachers, who 
fir me us of a t critical examination of the mode of bap- 
t it is not known how baptifm was ad- 

i anc ient times. If the world are dependent 
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en fuel teachers asthefe to illuminate them, they are in 
the fame fituation that a man would be, when conducted 
through a dark mirey fwamp, by the affliftance of light- 
ning-bugs. 

Twenty-three pages of this fermon are taken up in 
loofe remarks on the firft part of the text, while the other 
part of 88 pages, is referved for a critical examination of 
the mode of baptifm, which the authors acknowledge 
they do not underftand. 

Thefe gentlemen tell us, in pagesa4, that “ there is 
one effential baptifm; that isy of the Holy Spirit, the 
wathing of regeneration and the renewing of the Holy 
Ghoit.”” In the fame page they fay, ‘* While we contem- 
plate the outward ordinance of baptifm in theschurch of: 
Chrift, we may bear in mind there is one baptifme 
Chrift inftituted- but one outward ordinance of baptifm, 
for his church and people on earth.” oe 

Here their folly is manifefted ;—firft they tell us 
there is one effential baptifm, then they tell us there is a- 
nother outward baptifm befides. A rian muft bea very 
great fool indeed, not to know that owe and one are. 
two, Paul fays, there is one baptifm,.and they fay there 
is another one baptifm. The faét is this, the one baptifm 
isthat of water ; there is no Baptifm of the Holy Ghoft 
now ; regeneration is not baptifm. Thofe who were bap- 
tized with the HolyGhoft,had followedChrift im the regen- 
eration before. The apoftles were regenerated. & ordered 
to preach the gofpel to every creature, before they. were 
baptized with the Holy Ghoft.. See Adsi. 5- The 
text mentions-one body, which thefe pafters. confider to 
mean, ‘* the whole church of Chrift;” yet-they have man+ 
felted their folly or ignorance, by telling us of another 
church of Chrift befides the true one.. ‘They fay, page 25> 
“The baptifm of the Holy Spirit introduces the tubject 
into the true, or real church of Chrift ; and the outward 
ordinance of baptifm with water, ferves-as the initiating 
ordinance into his vifible church,and may be confidered as 
an emblem of the baptifim of the Holy Spirit.”” Acor-, 
ding to this, the  vifible church of Chritt isya falfe one; 
rin other words, the charch of Anti-chriftgewhich, like, 
¢ouuterfeit money, is an imitation. of trugiecit defizned: 
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to deceive and impoverifh the ignorant#*Such folly. as thie 
will not now be accepted'as it once Was. Children come 
into the church of Anti-chrift; which*thefe men call the 
vifible church, by baptifm ; but men enter into Chriit’s 
church or kingdom by being born of the fpirit. Sce 
John, iii. 5 

Thefe Paftors have undertaken to criticife upon the 
mode of that baptifm which they fay admits into their 
vifible church. 

They obfervé, page 26, “ that the verb in Greek is 
baptizo, and is a derivative—it is evidently derived from 
another verb, to wit, bapto, and as it ends with thefe 
three letters i, z, 0, I fhall take liberty, for the fake of 
diftincttion to term it a derivation in izo.’” After this 
follows criticifm in abundance; conneéted with hard la- 
bour, -_ makes the Sweat of Sanford pour out, like 
the mouth. of fools pouring out foolifinefs; untilovercome 
with the’ t; the writer has fet down with Nathaniel of 


Lb) ie. Rte sahlt the barren fig tree of felf confidence,determin- 


rupon izo, which in Englifh, feems to me to mean, 
hes, «7 fay yf Whoever takes their word, may pefli- 
bly think o Sprinkling children according to the new 
fathion of giving them popy" juice, to prevent their erying 
while going through this operation in the blanket. Af- 
tér a long {weat upon ize, ethd ethiz’, dolod, &c. they be- 
gin to quote learned Greek authors to fhew the meaning 
of Bapto, and Baptizo. They fay, page 33, “ In Hill’s 
Lexicon, Bapto is defined, {intingo, mergo, lavo) to dip 
in, or dye, that is, to colour or ftaia, to dip or plunge, to 
wath.” They next mention feapula. . They fay, “ fcap- 
ula, in his Lexicon, defines it by the latin words, mergo, 
immergo, tingo, lavo. By mergo, und immergo, we 
may underftand him as meaning, toudip, to plunge, or 
immerfe.” What more need any man fay than this, con- 
cerning the meaning of the word baptifm.? After thefe 
peor fimple Paftors have given this critical meaning of 
the sees baptifm, and proved from undoubted authori- 
ties, that ane mode of baptifm is to dip, plunge, immer /e, 


BS. gy t under water, bury, &e. They difeover 
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eut that learned: men contradi& each other, in the mean~ 
of the word. Second, after defcribing the mode of bap- 
tifm from Lexicons. and the new teftament-; they tell us 
that the mode cannot be proved. They fay, page 66, 
‘+ Now, is. there any thing here to. prove in what mode bap- 
tifm fhould be performed? For my owe part, I confeds, 
I cannot perceive any proof ofany one mode in diftinétion 
from another. We readily grant that, as the primitive 
chriftians were baptized, they were baptized in fome 
mode; but what that particular mode was, I think the 
premifes laid down by the-apoftle does not prove.” 

What a wonderful thing human learning is! What 
an unfpeakable advantage isa college education ! Of 
what importance is a knowledge of the Greek language? 
See it fhine in: thefe two men, who, after finding that 
baptize means to plunge, and that in ancient times they 
went down into the water, and were burried in baptifm, 
cannot tell any more than this, that the apoftles baptized’ 
in fome mode, but what that was they canfiot tell!!! 
Ever learning, and never able to come-to the knowledge 
of the truth. O wonderful criticifm! A declaration of i ig- 
norance. 

If any perfon wifhes to know any more of ship? fipg- 
ular production, begotten by one and drefled by another, 
they mult read it for themfelves. O what ignorance 
mutt people be in who are. led by fuch blind guides as 
thefe! Lord remove them out of the way; and let them 
keep fchool, and teach children if they can, inftead of 
blind parents ! 

~ Reader, be intreated to mind “your bible, and I am 
fare-you will reje& fuch nonfenfe and folly as. thefe mem 
have publifhed to the. world for truth. 


WOOLWICH ADDRESS, 
Entitled, ** A ferious warning to the thoughtlefs, and irrelig- 


ious. By the affociation of congregational ministers in and 


about Woolwich,” Printed at Wifcaffet, rOMs 


THIS addrefs contains 8 octavo pages, —— q 
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had a parcel of maids which did as they pleafed in her 
houfe, becaufe fhe had not courage enough to chide them 
for their mifconduét. One day, being very much difturb- 
ed at their conduct, fhe run up into the chamber where 
her hufband was writing, and wifhed him to go down 
and chide the maids. Said he, my dear, chide them 
yourfelf. She replied that fhe had not courage to 
do it, but (faid fhe) if you will write me a chid- 
ing, I will read it to them ; he wrote it, and the read it 
to them—they heard+it, and then went on again in the 
fame way they had before, Here isin this pamphlet a 
little chiding written for the people, if any one will read 
itto them. How much do the people care for it? as 
much as the maids did for the chiding read to them.— 
I cannot find out that thefe minifters ever fay much to 
the people about repentance, either in their houfes, at fu- 
nerals, weddings, or balls. Thechiefthingin this addreis 
that [ can fee is, to invite the people to come to the fanc- 
tuary on theefabbath. Poor creatures ! I do not wonder 


- they have fent them a billet, defiring their attendance, for 


I was told that one of thefe minifters for feveral weeks, 
had oniy 15 hearers—the clergy have become fome of 
the mof moving preachers Iknow of. They have preach- 
ed i that a great partof the people have moved out of 
their meeting-houfes,and where the people have not mov- 
ed, feveral of them have; fo that it is certainly a meving 
time with them. Iam informed that two of this chiding 
company have more out of the aflemblies of the people— 
** Night is to the prophets,” . 

It may be, that fome perfoa who. reads that addrefs 
to the. thoughilefs,. may. be led to enquire what kind of 
beings thofe are, living in and about Woolwich, who are 
without thoughts, they muft be a fingular kind of animals. 
I addrefs this review of their addrefs, to the thinking, 


a, and not.to the thoughtle/s. Think on your ways—Re- 
"pent, if perhaps the thoughts of thy heart may be forgiv- 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


Yearly meeting of phe F reewill Baptifis in New-Durham, 
fecond Saturday, Lord’s day, and Monday in Fane,1806. 


‘Purs yearly meeting has been kept up in 
this town in June for many years paft, and a great bleff- 
ing has appeared to attend it. ‘This prefent year, a great 
number of pecple attended it from “different, and diftant 
parts of the country. There were brethren from Bolton, 
from diftant parts of the Maine, from Vermont near Can- 







pearance of the people was truly pleafi ng to m, 
more delighted with real excellence, than outwarc 

On Saturday morning the people pan to ga 
at the appointed place of worfhip. “Théiappe the} 
made, proved them the lovers of him wh ‘ ‘i where 
to lay his head. ‘The minifters were plait men, n 
of them appeared as though they had I<ft thele felds 
meet their brethren. The brethren and fifters appeare 
in a plain mode drefs, wearing a joyful countenance. 
The young people who hada part’with the reft, appear- 
ed with a folemnity on their countenances, and the fight 
of each other feemed to heighten the joy of the whole. 

At Eleven o’clock, the people colle in Elder 
Ranéals’ Barn, which had been fixed with feats for that 
purpofe. An entire freedom was approved of by the 
whole. In the fir of the meeting, a confiderable of the 
time was taken up in prayer, exhortations, and finging by 
male and female ; which appeared to me to be with the 
Spirit and underftanding alfo. After this fome bufinefs 
re{pecting the general connexiom of the brethren was at- 
tended ‘too ; feveral refrefhing accounts were brought 
from different parts, concerning the converfion of finners 
to God ; the returning of fome who had wandered from 
























God ; the general union and peace of the brethren, al om , 


tokens of the divine approbation, in the pitexpe | 
where they afflembled for the —? of mos) ae 
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edification of eachother. In the afternoon a fermon was 
preached to a large aflembly, who appeared very atten- 
tive to hear. After fermon there were a number of 
warm, fenfible, fuitable, comforting exhortations, with 
praying and’ finging which comforted- my heart, and 
others. ‘This meeting continued till about fun. 

down, when the people feattered to different parts of the 
town where places were provided for their reception. 

Lord’s-day morning, they all met at the mecting- 
houfe for public worfhip. ‘The houfe was large ; but the 
aflembly, was.tooJarge forthe houfe. After as many 
people had come imas the houfe would hold, one preach- 
er went out under the trees near the honfe, and preached 
to thofe who could not hear im the houfe; while he 
preached there, another preached in the houfe. The 
preferice of the great matter of aflemblies feemed to re- 

dice the hearts of many who attended each mecting. 

Meeting appeared to me clear of what any rational 

a a valk confafion or diforder. Befides preach- 
were fe hhortations much to the purpofe. 

A « ipoke feemed to be remarkably aflifted 

© Spirit oF God which gave them utterance. In the 
ehustiies, the meeting was. held in the fame manner, as 
before. ‘The union, freedom, joy;folemnity, and comfort 
which the friends of Jefus enjoyed through this meeting, 
which lafted through the whole day, proved to me that 
the. way. to have the prefence of the God of love and 
peace with us is, to live in love and peace, and to con- 
Raaily. ferve him imthe way he: has appointed. 

“In the evenin met at Efgr. Runnels’ houfe, 
in which meeting-fe veral. who for fometime before had 
been bowed dowa under. a fenfe of their undone fituation, 
appeared to be brought into the glorious liberty of the 
_ fons.of God to rejoice:in their Sayiour. 

OnMonday there were fo many people that they con- 
eluded to meet in.an orchard. This was a day which 
il Jong be remembered by. that aflembly, i. by the 
ale in this country; being the day of the great Eclip/e. 
; fore "eatin: arknefs begua to come-on the earth, Elder 

from Vermont begun to preach from thefe, words, 
: e death of the righteous, and: Ist my 






























































‘ 
\ 


( 179 ) 















N Was 
atten- Bn. . 
ber of laft end be like his.’? Here we paffed through «folemn 
, with fcene. The fermon was good, and'to the fituation of the 
4 and aflembly ; the preacher was folemn and appeared to feck 
it fun. the weight of the fubjec&t,—the crouded aflembiy were all 
of the attentive, and an awful folemnity feemed to reign through 
n. the whole. As the preacher advanced to the molt im- 
eting- portant part of his fubject, the appearance ofthe heavens 
ut the and earth, feemed to make an awful application to the 
many gazing, wondering multitude. At noon-day, the light 
reach- of the fun was gone, grey twilight fat brooding on the 
ached neighbouring hills, and-diftant mountains, while the filence 
ile he of old night reigned all arround. ‘he fongiters of the 
The grove, for a little feafon remained filent, while the Rars of 
to re- heaven made their appearance in different parts of the 
eting. firmament. ‘The fun was totally eclipfed by that dark 
tional planet the moon, and while each one could fee where the 
reach- fun was, no one could fee it. All was ferene, no wind, 
rpofe. ~ and not a cloud was feen, as though the Creator had un- 
fied clothed his work, that every one might fee and wonder at 
In the what he faw ; and adore him whofe figns are great, an 
er, as whofe wonders are mighty. Jult in the height of thi 
mfort folemn {cene, the preacher clofed his difeourfe. ~*~, 
eting, The importance of the fubject,—the wondersin the 
ethat 2% heavens, and the different effeéts thefe things had on the 
eand | minds of faints and finners, caufed a found ef hu- 
> con- # man voices to be heard through the» whole aflembly. 
Some were praifing the God who ruledithe motion of the’ ~ 
houfe, heavenly bodies ;—fome were on their knees begging! | 
> had mercy, and others on their faces; many fa* or’ rel- 
ation, ted in tears, while their hearts overflowed with dolemn,. 
of the filent joy, at what then pafled before them. ‘Such:a live- 
@ ily refemblance of the laft day Immever faw before ! 
y con- The fame thing which eaufed feme to-rejoice, made oth- 
which ers mourn. : 
»y the * uch fhould Pa gS age — enor, 
> ij - 3 eterna be, earthly ; 
er | ach Wh dine tereor when the great Archang A 
vords, # — This meeting continued till towards nigh 
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Towards the clofe of the day,, the people. retir. 
¢d from the orchard, and the next day went in differ- 
ent directions.to théir homes, carrying to their fami- 
lies, their brethren and friends, the pleafing account of 
the goodnels of God, who, according to his promife, cre- 
ated in the aflembly a cloud and fmoke by day, and the 
fhining of adlaming fire by night. -O may fuch freedom, 
union, love, joy, and peace, {pread through the whole 
world ! 


































“ And faints,unite in joy ‘and love, 
And glory reign below.” 

“ Lord we do blefs thee for aray 
-Of fuch triumphant grace, 

That Jeads to everlafting day, 
And pure ETERNAL PEACE.” 








“BAPTISM IN THE GANGES, A RIVER'IN ASIA. 


‘ ey 

“te THE river Ganges, which annually overflows its 
banks, extends itfelf at that time ‘an hundred miles in 
width, rifing about thirty feet, is confidered one ox the 
fineft rivers in the world, being more than two thoufaad 
Iniles i in length, which by overflowing diffufes plenty, by 
s of its living productions, and by enriching the 
» lands, and affording and eafy conveyance for the’ produc- 
4 tion - of its borders, and giving employment to many 
“© thomfand-boatmen. The Hindoos confider this river to 
t “= 30d, and hold the waters in high veneration to this 

. Maltitudes from different parts of Hindooftan an- 
oa y vifitits banks. This is the river Watts mentions 
in his Indian Philofepher. 


«?Till on-the banks of Ganges’ flood, 

In a tall ancient grove I fiood, 

For facred ufe defign’d.” 
4. Though the Hindoos are in a miftake inhonouring 
. #tasa God, yet thofe who have of late been baptized 11 
"it; have not made a miftake in honouring their God and 
viour in that river by being baptized unto him, who is 
viyers.of water in a dry place, and as the fhadow of a 
< in a weary land. 
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The following account has appeared in the public 
papers in July lait. ) 























































iy Providence, (R. I.) July 5, 1806, “ A letter froma 
al gentlemen in Philadelphia, of a recent date, contains the 
ot following information, viz. Laft week the fhip William 
a Penn atrived here from Calcutta, in which came pafien- 
he | gers, Mr. Maybin, and Mr. Fernandez, jr. both members 
én of the baptift church, at Serempore, the former an Eng- 
; , 
Sle glifh merchant, the latter.a native. Mr, Fernandez is a 
youth, and will fpend three years with Dr. Ryland,in 
Briftol Academy, (England.) He fings molt delightful- 
lyin Bengallee, in which language he has alfo preached. 
They are both truly pious. Juft before the above breth- 
ren left India, ren natives were baptized in the Ganges 
at one time.’’ re 
This muft-be pleafing to all the friends of Jefus, to, 
hear that on the banks of that river, where for ages palit 
fo many thoufands have worfhipped the ftream there are 
people worfhipping him, who ts a place of broad rivers: 
A. and ftreams. ‘O:may this knowiedge of Jefusyand obedi~ 
; ence to him, fpread from fea to fea,,and from that river 
om B® totheends of the earth! Lord grantit, Amen. 
the on Bap 
~ Remarks on the Affociation of churches among the-baptijes $ 
ped and on the minutes of the Newhamfbire Affectation, held ix 
=. ’ Lebanon Wednefday and Thurfday ; Fune v1 12, 2 60Gy 
yey THE aflociation of churches, is'a plan fot knownia : 
Ww he days of the apoftles; it was about the firft oe, Bi 
this the days of the apoitles ; vas about the firft flep:to® s 
wards departing from the faith once delivered to the 
a Be CCéAfaints. - Ge 
~~ F ‘That excellent ecclefiaftical hiftorian, Dr. Mofheim, i ag 
has given the following account of therifeiand stoctete at ma | 
charchiaflociations. His words are thefe; avhemfpeak-  _ 
ing ofthe churches in the days of the poles, Vol 1, 
| p. 165, “* The churches, in thofe early times, Were eftires .. | 
nes | ly independent. Nothing, on the contrary, :is more evié- = i 
d ¥ dent, than the perfe@ equality that reignedbamong the 
an primitive churches; nor does there even appear, in 7 in 
i firft century, the imalleft trace of that affociation of provi 
: Cc , oe Ts Ss OST 
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cial churches, from which councils and métropolitans de. 
rive their origin.” | 
This writer, fpeaking of the churches in the fecond 
century, fays, page 174—“ During a great part of this 
century, the chritian churches were independent on each 
Gther, nor were they joined together by a/)ciation, confed- 
eracy, or any other bonds, but thofe cf charity. But, in 
procefs of time, all the chriftian churches of a province, 
Were formed into one large eccle/iaftical body,which, like con- 
fedcrate fates, aflembled at certain times, in order to de- 
liberate about the commoninterefts of the whole.” ‘Com- 
miffioners were fent to thofe meetings; here they formed 
COliticils ; thefe councils made canons, or laws, for the 
whole ; like reprefentatives of towns, who méct in general 
courfs;'to make laws for thofe who fent them there. 
Thefe &fsciations were Vike the baptift afociations 
ih this country, in almoft every partictlar. What effed 
did thefe a/fociations produce ? Mofheim tells us, page 175, 
- “ thefe councils changed the whole face of the church, 
&-gave it a ew form ;‘for by them the ancient privileges 
of the people Were confiderably'diminifhed and the power 
and aurthority of the bifhops greatly augmented.” ‘This 
was not all; the equality of 5: bifbops was abolifhed, and 
netropOlitan was appoiited over the'reft; till, at laft, 
he ant bifhop ‘of Romé, and ‘his fucceffors were in- 
jetted with the title, and aurthtrity of prince of the partri- 




































erchs. 
|) we  WhenT read thefe things, ‘and fee the awful con- 
) . “equences of this deviating from the law of Chrift; Iam 

~ pound as a witnefs for Jefus to bear a public teftimony a- 
gaink this anti-chriftian practice, which the baptift minif- 
we in this country are now endeavouring to uphold, and 

ich will foon:come to nothing. 

Mry Backtis of Middleborough, in his hiftory of the 

: baptiftsin New England, has mentioned fome things con- 
) ) 4 cerning afociations worthy”of beirig noticed. Page 
| | “% 259....Flis words are thefe; ‘* Ajvciations hadbeen very 
| © ©ruel and oppreffive in Conneéticut, as they were ¢ftab- 
-_ dithed by law ; and many baptifts could not believe; for 
“a long time, that they could befo condiicted, as to be fer- 
»  viceableany way; & it has ever beet difficult to. keep up a 
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clear diftination i in our minds, between the real nature of 
things, and the abufe of them, which is very common.” 
It is “plain from this, that the baptifts in New England 
never thought aféciations could be conducted fo as to be 
ufeful, till the year 1767, which was 39 yearsago. Be- 
fore that time, afociations among the baptilts here were 
not known. 

Mr. Backus mentions a difficulty attending affiia- 
tions. ‘The reafon'is plain; it is fomething not comman- 
ded by Jefus, and there is always a difficulty attending 
fuch uncommanded duties. Had there never been an 
affociation of churches, there would not have been an, 
univerial bi/bop in Rome—a patriarch in Cofitantinople, 
nor two baptilt bifhops in Botton, to rule all the reft of 
the Warren Afociation. 

Compare this with the new teftament, and you will 
find that afciation came out of the fame pit, where infant 
baptifm, creeds, platforms, councils, catechifms, honora- 
ry titles, and all other abominations originated ; and re- 
member that when the other things go into perdition, this 
will go with them. 

I add a few remarks upon the minutes of, the New- 
Hampbhire a[faciation, heldin Lebanon, ie 

This afsciation is pcompoled of 22 ch 







a very Jow, tried fituation. Their increafe is one memb : 3 
in each church. They fay, 98 have been added ; 25 dik 
miffed; 25 excluded; 26died; which diminifhes their 
number 76-—leaving 22 more than laft year. In the mia- 
utes there are more members than are ever feen in any of 
their churches. 

In Madbury church they mention 64 members. This 
means all that ever joined there, if they are now an hun- 
dred miles from that town. I doubt whether 30 are ever 
fen together at a communion. 

Phe firt church in Berwick, reckon 184 members, 
aud no minifter. They mention 16 excluded; that is, 
fhut ‘out of the chitch. What was it for? 15 of them 

the church they could not walk with them in the 
do&trine of John C ; and on that account withdrew 
them, and hold a "meeting by themfelves in Cape 


— 
ot 














































( 184 ) 


Neddock; where they often mect to fing, pray, exhort, 
and hear the word preached. ‘They are as loving, hum. 
ble, happy, living company of chriftians as can be found ; 
yet this church calls them excluded members, They are 
excluded, as fix ftudents once were from Oxford College ; 
‘‘ Forreading, praying, finging,and expounding the {crip- 
‘tires in private houfes.” Such things are abominable in 
the fight of God, and all who ftand in his council. The 
other one I do not know what was the caufe, unlefs it was 
for her teltimony againft elder Chadbourne, on account 
of the young woman * * * * *, 
The ciurch in Brentwood, and its branches, reckon 
523 members. ‘There are two ordained minifters in it. 
Dr. Shepard is the bifhop over the whole. He and his 
church, have ailumed a power over all the other baptilt 
wchurches. . This church is in the moft lifelefs fituation it 
has ever been in for 16 yearspaft. ‘The eviderce of their 
afluming a power over all other churches of their faith 
and order is this—Laft May, feveral members from the 
different branches, met in what they call a fix month 
meeting; to fettle difficulties, and attend-to the concerns 
of the whole; only a part of the church met. At 
this meeting, one member from Stratham, fent them a 
tter, telling them that he confidered them not in the 
vorder of the new teftament, and that he did not feel it his 
- “duty to be confidered a member with them any longer, 
Mi © sand withed them not to confider him one with them. 
me ©” “They viewed. this a great crime; and fent him aietter 
at of admonition for this mifconduc&. Two men were fent 
to enforce the letter. The letter was very. much like 
what the pope calls an i#terdi@, and deacon Clark who at- 
tended it, was .what the pope callsa Nuncio; that is, 
one fent on the pope’s bufinefs. After feveral particu- 
lars concerning his joining and leaving the church, they 
clofe the letter by faying ; ‘* Therefore we admonifh you, 
and exhort you as you regard the laws of Chriit, to re- 
pent of your mifcondudt, and return to your duty; azd 
until you dojyau are hereby fufpended from. all. ordinances with 
usseor any of our faith and-order,” - 9 © 
-  Tuanderfand thatthe Bisnor drew up. the éaterdict, 
and the Nuncro copied, and executed it. 


” 

















































Eis 
“x 
—— 


> ls 
i Pe ee 












to 
fuf 
bet 
hat 
all 
dot 


che 


poo 
to « 
dev 
wer 
Wh 
fuct 
cult 


crac 
the. 


ned 
witc 
he w 


over 
he p 


cern: 


lette: 
but 1 


of B 
almo 
cler 

the c 
duty. 
let. u: 
faid . 











int 
on 


bis 
rift 
Lit 
eir 
ith 
the 
ith 
rns 
At 
1a 
the 
his 


rely 


‘ter 
ent 
like 
at- 
r 1Sy 
icu- 
hey 
TOU, 
 re- 
ana 


with 
diay 





( 185. ) 


What more could the pope of Rome ever do,than this ? 
I have heard that elder Hooper faid, Dr. Shepard withed 
to be over all the churches—This looks like it. Had they 
fufpended, (or hung the man up) like a man in the gib- 
bets out of the reach of food in their church, ic would not 
have been fo ftrange ; but, to extend their authority over 
all the churches of their faith and order, is a thing never 
done in this country before. I never knew before that 
there was a pope in Brentwood, over all the baptift chur- 
ches in the world! !!! 

The deacon when he came, did not hefitate to call 
poor Syith of Portfmouth, a devil, a liar, andfo on; nor 
to call the church in Portfmouth, a devilifh church, or 
devil’s church, as I was told. ©The difficulty was, they 
were afraid the man hada notion of joining that church. 
Why fhould we wonder they were loth to have him join 
fuch a church, where he would meet with fo much difii- 
culty ! 

Dr. Shepard has faid, that Smith has been a poor 
cracked brained thing this two years; that is, ever fince, 
the Dr. held the private council about him in the barn at 
Northwood—another of the church fays his head is. tur- 
ned round,—another that he is a devil,anotherghat he be- 
witches the people in Portfmouth, another I was told faid 
he would as foon hear Henry Turfts preach as to heathy 

The Dr. will make a curious figure, in endeavouring to 
overthrow the arguments of a cracked brained man, when 
he publithes his books againft whatJhave written con- 
cerning the end of the wicked—Lord have mercy on us. all. 

‘Che bufinefs done in the afsciation befides reading the 
letters, is contained in one page of the minutes, and is of 
but very little confequence to any body.. | 

The circular letter was prepared by elder Flanders 
of Buxton, a man I baptized about 14 years ago.’ It is 
almoft an exact copy ofan addrefs from @ bifhop to his, 
clergy. He fays, “ It certainly becomes you to exhibit 
the character of God—This is an important part of your. 
duty—it is your duty to be examples of the believers— 
let-usexhort you to the exercife of love,” &c. Had he 
faid‘we inftead of you,it would have looked like the 

C2 : as oe 
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BROTHERHOOD inftead of sisnHorHooD—-Fie tells them te 
teftify repentance and faith ; though according to the talk 
Thad with him a few weeks ago, he holds that people 
mutt be regenerated before they repent and believe. 

‘The correfponding letter to the filter aflociations,pre. 
pared by elder Robinfon ; contains fome accounts of 4u. 
ercign grace, and that fome have experienced the fweets of 
irrefifiable grace; and fome other things of a caluiniffic fa. 
vour. He mentions fome who are fowing the feeds of 
‘difcord among brethren, by preaching another gofpel—~ 
that is, a gofpe! to every creature inftead of a limised plan 
like his—that God is no refpeéter of perfons—that Chrilt is 
the light of the world—that the fpirit reproves the world—. 
this he fays is not another gofpel; yet they trouble us. 
True, itisnot another gofpel ; it is the only go/pel of the 
grace of Gal. Why fhould they be troubled about it when 
all things are fore-ordained that ever comes to pafs, even 
thefe troubles with the reft.. 

~ [admire the modefty manifefted in this letter, con- 
cerning the trials which this aféciation has gone through 
the year palt, exprefled in thefe words “ Many have been 
our trials the year paft.” When I left the baptift church 
im Woburn, and the Warren afociation, becavfe they held 
to feven things which were not in the new teftament, they 
were fo deftitute of common politenefs, asto putin their 
™amutes, that the church at Woburn had withdrawn the 
hand of fellowthip from me, without ever mentioning 
what it was for; but when Levi Chadbourne had been fuf- 
&ed of carrying on an unlawful connexion witha young 
girl in York, and had denied it, & been cleared by the girl, 
and afterwards was obliged to own it, after he had ruined 
the poor creature. The afociation having difapproved 
of his abominable conduét, and difowned him as a broth- 
er in the miniftry, never even mentioned his name, never 
warned others againft him; nor told the world that he 
was * fafpended,” but only ftate that they had many tri- 
als to pafs through. 
' J think that if they had been lefs referved in this mat- 
ter, they would have done a greater honor to the caufe of 
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LIFE OF JOHN CALVIN. 


Av the prefent day there is confiderable faid 
eoncerning the doétrine called calvinifm; which means 
the Doétrine of Fohn Calvin. 

I think it proper in a few words to give a fhort account 
ef that man that each ane may have an opportunity to 
judge for themfelves: This man was born in Nogen in. 
Picardy, in the year 1509. He firft ttudied law, and af- 
terwards was made what they called profeffer of divinity 
in Geneva, in 1536, where he had fled for refuge. There 
he publifhed a book called the conjifory, which he wifhed 
to have eltablifhed by law. He made fo much difturbance 
in the government on that occount, that he was banifhed, 
until his party became the majority, then he was recalled 
from his {tate of exile, and his conffory adopted, and en- 
forced by the government of Geneva; the confequence of 
which was ; perfecution and death to all who would not 
fubmit to it. : 

I do not know of any prejudice in my mind to prée 
vent an acknowledgment of ali that was good in Caloia# 3: 
neither am I fuch a friend to him, as to conceal what 


was wrong and hurtful in what he did as a public man fs 


Calvin was a ufeful man in one Way} and and an 
hurtful man in another. te j 

I. He and others with him, did good fn-pulling 
down the lofty fabrick of fuperitition, which the popes a | 
Rome and their clergy had been many years ereéting. 

II. By him and others, « the chain of authority was 
broken, which reftrains the bigot from thinking, as he 


pleafes, and the flave from {peaking as he thinks; the — 


popes, fathers, and.councils, were no longer the fupremeé 
and infalliable judges of the world; and each chriftian 
Was taught to acknowledge no law but the {eriptures.”” 
Flad-catyin and others with him ftopped here, all would 
have been well; and he muft have been admired, as a’ 
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2 was ufeful in this way, he did a great injury to the caufe 
of Chrift, and to the people of that generation; anJ ¥ 
down to the preftent day many feel the effect of what he h 

: laid the foundation for in Geneva, in his day. 

| The hurt Caloin did was this; After he had proved | g 
j the wickednefs of the pope’s power, his creed, councils, g 
& and articles, he then made fome himfelf, and enforced e 
f them in the fame manner the pope had done before him. h 
i He required two things ; t. A beliefin his articles. 2. An a 
a obedience to his laws. | d 
, Thefe articles were contrary to the fcriptures, and to ig 

cOmmonfenfe. They are fummed up in five particulars ; 

I. “ That God had chofen a certain number in Chritt tc 
unto-everlafting glory, before the foundation of the world, cc 
according to his immutable purpofe and of his free grace R 
and love, without the leaft forefight of faith, repentance, 

od works, or any condition performed by the creature ; fr 
and that the reft of mankind he was pleafed to pafsby,and J 66 
ordain them to difhonor and wrath for their fins, to the J vi 
praife of his vindictive juftice.” hi 

Il, “ That Jefas Chrit., by his fufferings and death, J in 
made an atonement for the fins of the elect only.” - hi 

IIL. “That mankind are totally depraved, in confe- t fa 
quence of the fall; and by virtue of Adam’s being their (hi 
public head, the guilt of his fin was imputed, and a cor- . th 
rapt nature conveyed toll his profterity, from which pro- M 

eeedeth all actual tranfgreffions ; and that by his fin we Ww 
are made fubje& to death and all miferies, temporal, {pir- . ye 
itual and eternal.” me 6 oof 
lV. * That all, whom God had predeftinated unto | pv 
life, he is pleafed, in his appointed time, effe@tually to cal! Ry as 
by his word and {pirit, out of that tate of in and death My T 

in which they are by nature; to grace and falvation by Je- | th 
fus Chrilt.” fu 

“ V. “That thofe, whom God hie effectually called ; er, 


and fanttified by his fpirit, hall never foal ly fall from a 










{tate of grace.”’ th: 
Calvin taught that all aie did not believe thefe five de 
articles, would be damned. Who does not fee the folly ref 
of fuch declarations? an 

-.... *'Thefe articles are evidently the dodtrines of Ca/vix ' th 
not the doctrine of Chrift, He made a law to punifh all fi ba 
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who did not believe in what he taught; this law was thro? 
his influence put in force by the fword of the magiftrates. 

When Michael Servetus, a Baptift of Spain, wrote a- 

ainft Calvin’s doétrine and government, he was io enra- 

ged,that hehadhim apprehended on the fabbath as an her- 
etic, when he was peaceably pafling through Geneva on 
his way to Naples. He was tricd in the court as an heretic, 
and after being imprifoned, he was publicly burnt to 
death, by the order of Fchu Calvin, Bithop of the church 
in Geneva. 

The fpirit which Calvin poflefled, and whic!: led him 
to this horrid deed, may be known by. what he has faid 
concerning Servetus. I here give a few fentences from 
Robinfon’s account of this affair. 

When Servetus faid the land of Canaan was not fo 


fruitful as the fcriptures reprefented ; Calvin faid, this, 
“ wasjudging like a blockhead, and a bealt, and when the 


villainous dog was told it was blafphemy, he only wiped 
his mouth and faid, let us pafs over this, there is no harm 
in it.”? . At another time when Servetus criticifed upon 
his inftitutes, he faid, ** That if ever this heretic fhould 
fallinto his hands, ke would order it fo, that it fhould eoft 
him his life: The finifhing ftroke in Ca/vin’s pidture, at 
the head of the Genevan = 


words ; “‘ Honor, glory, and riches fhall be the reward of 


your pains; but above ail do not fail to rid the:country 
of thofe zealous fcoundrels who ftir up the people to res 
volt againft us.. Such monfters fhould be exterminated, 
as [have exterminated Michael Servetus, the Spaniard.” _ 


This isthe genuine fpirit of Ca/vinifm from that day to. 
this when acted out. Does this look like the fpirit of Je- 
fus? No, but is the fpirit of the devil, who was a murder- 
er, before Calvin. See Refearches, page 348. Had Cai- 
vin from a lawyer become a magiftrate, and gone under 
that name, he would have beég admired in all ages as a 
deliverer of the people from the- power of Rome : for his 


reformation was political ; but as adivine, who murdered 

= #8. innocent man, his name, doétrine,and condoct,ftinks in 

theland. Mofheim fays, his condu@ concerning Servetur, © 
, . left a fain on his character which will never be wiped ~ 






: 
oa & 
% 


nurch, is in his letter to the 
Marquis, de, poet, dated September 13, 1531, in thefe 
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. . Thofe who with to know more of Calvin, may find it 
in Gibbon’s Hiftory, Motheim’s, and Robinfon’s Refearch. 
es, where the {ubjec& is treated at large. 


SET TP PT ET ST 
THE PRESENT TIME. 


AT the prefent time, the work of ‘God’s fpirit is 
great in this part of the land: In feveral towns around 
ort{mouth, there is a great attention to hear the word ; 
articularly, in Newington, Kittery, York, Kennebunk, 
ells, Salifbury, Haverhill, Bradford, New-Rowley, and 
feveral other places near. Several of late have given an 
evidence of pafling from death to life. Preaching the 
golpel freely to every creature, has of late greatly alarm- 
ed the Calviniftic Baptift miniflers. They are afraid 
their churches will be broke up ; they in general keep out 





Fe to do when they once travelled about and preached, 
e clergy in confequence of this preaching, are retreat- 
ing from their nefts,taking fhelter in fchool houfes, inftead 
f wooden fanctuaries. We have four of them in Portf- 
mouth keeping fchool. Iam in hopes they will now do 
fome goodin the world. The towns around, are difmi- 
ng them as the co/d difmiffes ripe leaves from the trees, af- 
ter their fummer glory is faded away. ‘They fall faded 
to the ground, on a level with the common people, who 
have never rifen much above the furface. | 
- There is one thing among our clergy worthy of notice, 
they Anger fait turning from Sedegalifin, tO REPUBLICAN- 
sm. T 


his puts.me in mind of a man in Vermont, who 
aid that re forrel turned into white clover. One man 


hear ing him, make this declaration, doubted the truth of | 


it ; (fgid he) “you may depend on the truth of what! 
days for, I have ftood in my field and {een the forrel tura 
into clover.” on 
_ We may now ftand and fee the clergy turn ; but, | 
uery Whether they will make very goud fodder. While 
fee this, I cannot forbear thinking of this place of fcrip- 







ture—-'* And it fhall come to pals, that every one that is 
fe ge line houfe fhall come and Erouee ty him for 4 
r, and a morfel of bread, and fhall fay, pvt 


piece of 


of the noife of it, by ftaying at home, as the old clergy u- , 
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me, 1 pray thee, into one of the pricit’s Offices, that Thay 
eat a piece of bread,” 1 Sanivel ii. 35. 
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NEW TESTAMENT DICTIONARY. 








Ai seouistt..:.Thieword fignifies tomake void, 
to annul, todeftroy the face of any thing, to make it-as 
thotigh it had not been. It is vfed by Paul to fhew that 
the old teltament, or law of Mofes is of no more force 
now, than though it had never beemgiven....2 Cor, itis 13, 
“Not as Mofes, who puta vail over his face, that the 
children of Iftael could not ftéadfaftly look to the-end-of 
that which 1s AnoxisH#D. Patil fays itis abolifhed. Birt 
few believe what he has faid, they have tried to Keep it 
inforce; but it is abolified. He confidered this as-the 
éhmity, Or partition wall between the Jews and Gentiles. 
which kept them apart; ‘for, while the law ‘of Mofes 
was binding on one nation and not on another ; it Wis 
not poflible for them to be united. Fiither all muft fub- 
mit to it, or elfe it muft be taken away and a new law 
given for both. This is done, Eph. ii. rg, “ Having a. 
BOLISHED in his flefh the eiimity, even thelaw of command- 
ments contained in ordinances, for to make in ‘hithfelf GF 
twain one new man,./o making peace.” This law He- 
calls the middle wall of:partition, verfe 14, “ And hath 
broken ddwh the middle wal! 6f partition dctaveenms.?? | 
By takitig away, or aboli/hing the*irit Covenant there’ was 
room for the fecond, or riew teltament. ‘By this ‘Chrift 
makes of twain, of Jews and Gentiles one new man; {61 
in Chrift Jefus, neither circumcifion, ‘nor uncircumcifion 
availeth any thing ; but'anéwereature.” Now through 
Jefus the mediator of the ‘new teftament, “‘Weboth have 
accefs by one Spirit unto the Father.” : 

This word Apotisnen is ufed by Paul to thew that 
the face of death is taken ‘away 'by Chrift.; for without a 
refurection from the dead aif Yok TALrry forthe body, 


‘death mult rémain in fall force forever. % Tim. i. te, 
“Batis now made manifelt by the appearing of our Sav- 
jour Jelus Chri, who hath asotisuep death, and he 
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brought life and immortality to light through the gofpel.” 
If the law puts a man in prifon, whenever,he comes out 
by authority the force of that law is gone, which put him 
there. _If man can rife from the dead, the force of that 
death which he died is taken away. There is no ac- 
count that the fecond death will ever be aso.isuen, 
therefore thofe who die the fecond death will remain e- 
ternally under the power of it, and cannot live a third 
time: “Blefled and holy is he that hath part in the firit ref- 
urrection, on fuch the stconp peatu hath no power.” 


A Word to the Wife. 


THERE are many of the prefent day, who are conftantly com- 
plaining of. me in private circles, for writing fo much about minii- 
ters, efpecially baptift minifters. I have heard of confiderable faid 
concerning what | -wrote refpecting Mr. Bachelder, and his affem- 
bly, in the 4th Number of the Magazine. I mentioned that he had 
a “decreafing aflembly.”" So I was informed by thofe who had at- 
tended. Some fay it is increafing ;: if it is, 1 was wrongly informed, 
and with people to read ixcreafing aflembly, inftead of decreafing. As 
fome who profefs to be my friends, are hurt with this, I here {tate a 
few things concerning Mr, Bachelder, that each one may judge, who 
is the caufe of the difference between him and me. Three years ago, 
he told me, as near as | can remember, that the baptift minifters of 








. the New-Hampfhire Affociation were fatalifts; that he had thought 


ever to attend another afloeiation. Said he, 1 believe I flall come 
out and join with you. - Abont one year ago, he acknowledged in 
my houfe, that he told the ftory cuncerning my being like a bull- 
‘ , and elder Jones, like a brafS kettle tied to his tail. - I'wo of the 
brethren in Port{mouth told me, that the fame day lie told them I 
fhould-be a deift next, and that I was within one ftep of it now. 





‘« When Lywasin. Goreham laft July, he wrote a letter to elder Flan- 
ders of Biixton,-concerning me. A baptift minifter told me he read 


it, or heard 7 ream, and faid he to me, “ As near as I can remember 
his was the contents—Mr, Smith is hardly knowa in Bofton, and a friend 
from Portfiiegt} informed me laft evening that be is very low, or almoft ren 
there. have witnels of this. Laft week, on, Monday, he told 
a brother in Stratham, that-according to my. five fermons, Jcivs 
_ Chrift was dead and in hell fuffering for our fins. The fame even- 
ing he came to Portfmouth.- Lafked-him'to pr. ich in our meeting- 
houfe—he preached, | aiked him to fleep at my houfe,’or breakfatt 
with me, though he did not accept my invitation. 1 have alw:ys 
received him and was glad to doit. 1 preach in Haverhill acrofs the 
fireet from’where he lives; he never comes, I have never feen him 
in Haverhill to {peak to him but once, that I recollect, fince he has 
livedstheres Let the candid judge the caufe of our feparation. if it 
more. criminal for me to write fuch things, than it i for bim to 
em, Tam willing to L.ar all the blame, : | 











